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grappling with the loss of 49 lives in an early 
morning August 27, 2006 plane crash— 
Comair Flight 5191. 

The passengers on board Flight 5191 rep-
resented the rich diversity and commitment to 
community emblematic of the Commonwealth. 
A horse trainer, a UK faculty member, the wife 
of an East Kentucky University Board Mem-
ber, newlyweds. A business leader, a youth 
basketball coach, a technology innovator, and 
a young father. 

Mr. Speaker, all of Kentucky grieves with 
these families realizing their tremendous loss 
of a brother, a husband, a sister, a daughter, 
and our tremendous loss in our community of 
leaders. I specifically want to recognize my 
constituents Mike Finley, Hollie Gilbert, John 
and Scarlett Parsley Hooker, and Marcie 
Thomason and extend my heartfelt sympathy 
to their families. Their commitment to southern 
and eastern Kentucky created jobs and oppor-
tunities for young people, helped keep kids in 
positive pursuits by modeling hard work and 
supporting our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join my col-
leagues in commending federal, state, and 
local officials who cooperated not only at the 
crash site, but throughout Kentucky to respond 
to the emergency, investigate the accident, 
and provide assistance to families devastated 
by the loss of loved ones. 

On behalf of the entire congressional dele-
gation from Kentucky, we offer our most sin-
cere condolences to the families of the victims 
and all those that were affected. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD TODD 
RHODES 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Richard Todd Rhodes of Wil-
mington, North Carolina, who sacrificed his life 
on August 17, 2006 while valiantly serving his 
country as a private contractor with Cochise 
Company in Iraq. Our heartfelt thanks and 
prayers are for his family and friends in this 
time of grief. 

For eight years, Todd served his country 
honorably as a member of the United States 
Marine Corps. After serving in Desert Shield/ 
Desert Storm, he was employed as a security 
specialist with United States Protection Inves-
tigation while in Afghanistan, and most re-
cently, with Cochise Company working in Iraq. 
For twelve years, Todd and his wife, Terry, 
owned and operated Best Video and Audio in 
Jacksonville, N.C. 

Todd was a loving husband to Terry and a 
dedicated father to two sons, Shaun Rhodes 
and Ryan Rhodes, all of Wilmington, with 
whom he spent many hours teaching them life 
lessons and individual skills, such as construc-
tion and diving. Todd loved life and enjoyed 
such activities as dancing, diving, tennis and 
sailing. His memory will be forever cherished 
by his family and the friends and co-workers 
whose lives he touched in life’s journey. 

As a member of the U.S. Marine Corps and 
a contractor in Iraq, Todd dedicated his career 
to defending the values this Nation holds dear. 
By risking his life to ensure the safety of oth-
ers, he made the ultimate sacrifice. His valiant 

actions and steadfast service remind us of the 
gratitude we feel toward him and all the other 
servicemen and women and civilians who 
have given their lives serving as guardians of 
this great country. Todd was indeed a man of 
courage and integrity. 

Mr. Speaker, may the memory of Richard 
Todd Rhodes live on in our hearts, and may 
God’s strength and peace be with his family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS MELVIN HILL 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I take the time to honor a distinguished vet-
eran from the Commonwealth of Virginia, SFC 
Melvin Hill. A true patriot for his heroic service 
to our country, Hill was born on March 26, 
1939 in Brooklyn. In 1955 he enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and was assigned to the 18th Regi-
mental Combat Team (Airborne) at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. There he was selected to 
be an instructor at the Airborne School. He 
was later assigned to Germany, where he was 
responsible for conducting convoys from 
Helmstdat, Germany to insure U.S. access to 
Berlin. On each tour of duty, he also served 
as a guard at Spandau Prison, which at that 
time housed Rudolph Hess, Albert Speer, and 
Baldur von Schirach. In 1964 Hill was accept-
ed for Special Forces training and assignment 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. After completing 
this training, he was assigned to the Military 
Advisory Command in Vietnam. 

It was in this capacity that Sergeant Hill was 
awarded a Silver Star on January 18, 1971 for 
his fearless actions while serving as Leader of 
a Combined Reconnaissance Team in Novem-
ber of 1970. In this role, Sergeant Hill coura-
geously led his team from the tailgate of a C– 
130 aircraft at an altitude of 17,000 feet on the 
first combat high altitude free fall into hostile 
territory in the history of the United States 
Army. His team landed in rugged and dan-
gerous terrain in enemy territory where, de-
spite equipment malfunctions, Sergeant Hill re-
fused to abandon his team. They remained 
behind enemy lines in the harshest conditions 
for 5 days where, led by Sergeant Hill, the 
team gathered sufficient hard intelligence to 
mark the mission a success. When his trans-
mit voice radio malfunctioned, Sergeant Hill 
used another device to transmit instructions to 
his team via Morse code and in this manner 
triangulated multiple targets for the Air Force. 
During the extraction from enemy territory, 
Sergeant Hill was wounded by a bullet to the 
leg, but due to his courage and leadership, his 
team was recovered with no losses and no 
other injuries. 

After leading this successful mission, Hill ex-
tended his tour of duty to teach high altitude 
Military Free Fall techniques to other Recon-
naissance teams. After retirement from the 
military, Hill continued to serve his country 
through a position in the U.S. General Serv-
ices Administration in Washington, D.C., 
where he worked for 14 years and was recog-
nized for his innovative approach to Contract 
Support, winning the Administrator’s Meri-
torious Service Award and a citation from the 
Governor of Maryland. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful today to recog-
nize the achievements of SFC Melvin Hill that 
are so long overdue. His leadership and cour-
age in combat during our nation’s time of war 
require our sincere appreciation. I wish him 
the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP ARTHUR 
GEORGE BURRELL 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Bishop Arthur George 
Burrell. St. George Beth El Church of God in 
Christ will hold a remembrance dinner in his 
honor on September 16 in my hometown of 
Flint, Michigan. 

Bishop Burrell began his service to the 
church in 1947. He worked as a Deacon, Sun-
day School Teacher, Church Secretary and 
Broadcast Announcer until 1962. On April 14, 
1962 Bishop C.J. Johnson ordained him and 
almost a year later he became the pastor of 
Gospel Temple Church of God in Christ. 
Under his leadership, the church negotiated 
the purchase of a new building in 1972 and 
changed the name to St. George Beth El 
Church of God in Christ. 

During his ministry Bishop Burrell served as 
the State Sunday School Superintendent from 
1975 to 1980 for the Northeast Michigan Juris-
diction, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, 
and Chairman of the Commission of Budget 
and Finance. He served as the District Super-
intendent of the Progressive District and in 
2002 he celebrated the Progressive District’s 
Golden Jubilee. Bishop Burrell also served as 
the National Financier of the International Sun-
day School Department and in April 1998 he 
received the Outstanding Service Award to the 
Church of God in Christ from the Association 
of Church of God in Christ Business Owners. 

Bishop Brooks, with the concurrence of the 
Presiding Bishop and the General Board of 
the Church of God in Christ, appointed Bishop 
Burrell to Assistant Jurisdictional Bishop at the 
81st Annual Holy Convocation of the North-
east Michigan (Historic First) Jurisdiction. 

In addition to his work for the church, 
Bishop Burrell retired from General Motors 
after 35 years of employment. He was married 
to Norma Burrell for 46 years and they had 
three sons. Bishop Burrell passed away in 
2002. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring the memory of 
Bishop Arthur George Burrell and St. George 
Beth El Church of God in Christ as they cele-
brate his ministry and life. 

f 

HONORING NYS POLICE TROOPER 
JOSEPH A. LONGOBARDO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
sadness that I rise and respectfully request 
the members of this honorable chamber to join 
me in commemorating the life of Joseph A. 
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Longobardo, a respected member of the New 
York State Police, who was killed while serv-
ing his State. 

A native of Amsterdam, New York, residing 
in Ballston Spa, Saratoga County, Trooper 
Longobardo, 32, is survived by his wife and 1- 
year-old son. 

Trooper Longobardo, an 8-year veteran of 
the State Police, was a 1998 graduate of the 
New York State Police Academy, where he 
distinguished himself through his commitment 
of service to the Citizens of the State of New 
York. 

Trooper Longobardo’s commitment and 
dedication to protecting and serving the citi-
zens of New York State was evidenced by his 
service in the elite Mobile Response Team. 
We recognize and thank Trooper Longobardo 
for his desire and dedication to the New York 
State Police Force. 

Trooper Longobardo desire to serve his fel-
low Americans extended beyond his Police 
work, as he was also a Technical Sergeant in 
the New York Air National Guard, based out of 
Scotia, Schenectady County. 

With great sadness, I, along with the Great 
State of New York and the United States at 
large, celebrate Trooper Joseph A. 
Longobardo achievements in life as we mourn 
his tragic passing in the line of duty. I thank 
you, Mr. Speaker, for offering me an oppor-
tunity to share with the House Trooper 
Longobardo’s accomplishments and for allow-
ing the chamber this chance to join the State 
of New York in honoring his life. 

f 

RECOGNIZES JEREMY REIS 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Jeremy Reis, a 
Private in the Marine Corps. 

Private Reis attended Lovejoy High School 
in Jonesboro, Georgia, transferring his senior 
year to Newton County High, graduating ear-
lier this year in May. His original post-graduate 
plans were to study art and photography, but 
following the events of September 11, Private 
Reis felt the call to duty and enlisted in the 
Marine Corps. When his tour of duty is com-
plete he hopes to attend art school and fulfill 
his dream. 

Entering basic training in August 2006 at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, Private Reis is 
training to be a computer programming spe-
cialist. 

Raised as part of a close knit family, Private 
Reis is a member of his Church Youth group 
and enjoys hunting with his father and broth-
ers. He also enjoys visiting his grandparents 
at their home in Citrus County, Florida. Private 
Reis has five dogs, including a pug named 
Mojo and a boxer named Jordan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Jeremy Reis 
who volunteer to protect the freedoms that all 
Americans hold dear to their hearts. He is to 
be commended for his service to our Nation 
and for his commitment to his family and loved 
ones. 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND LOVED 
ONES OF VICTIMS OF CRASH OF 
COMAIR FLIGHT 5191 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 6, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Comair Flight 5191 and I join my 
colleagues in support of H. Res. 980. My 
deepest sympathies, thoughts and prayers are 
with the families and friends of the victims of 
this tragic event that occurred in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

It is little solace to them that we have the 
safest air transportation system in the world, 
or that we had not had a major fatal accident 
in five years. Along with our support of this 
resolution, what Congress must do to honor 
these victims is to learn everything we can 
from this accident to try to prevent similar 
events in the future. Their lives will be remem-
bered in the work we do here. As the ranking 
Democrat on the Aviation subcommittee, I am 
committed to making sure this happens. The 
National Transportation Safety Board is con-
ducting a thorough investigation of this acci-
dent, and I fully support its efforts, along with 
those of the Federal Aviation Administration 
and the Inspector General of the Department 
of Transportation. 

Mr. Speaker, I again remember those that 
lost their lives in this accident and offer my 
condolences to their loved ones. I also urge 
my colleagues to support H. Res. 980. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. LEO MCHALE 
AND MARYLAND’S FIRST PRI-
VATE 9/11 MEMORIAL 

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the efforts of one of 
my constituents, Mr. Leo McHale, of 
Walkersville, Maryland, to honor the heroes of 
9/11. 

With community support, Mr. McHale cre-
ated Maryland’s first private memorial to re-
member and honor the heroes who responded 
to the terrorist attacks and those who perished 
on September 11, 2001. It was dedicated on 
May 10, 2003. 

I personally would like to thank Mr. McHale 
and the Walkersville residents whose joint ef-
forts and hard work are responsible for the 
completion of this commemorative project. In 
spite of the terrible losses on that cataclysmic 
day, it is important to recognize the astound-
ing community efforts and cooperative re-
sponse that symbolize the character, pride 
and unity of the American people. 

With 9/11’s 5th anniversary approaching, it 
is essential that the American people continue 
to remember the events that occurred when 
America was attacked on September 11, 
2001. Through the efforts of Mr. Leo 
McHale—and so many others—we continue to 
keep the memory alive by honoring the heroes 
who responded and the men, women and chil-

dren whose lives were mercilessly and cruelly 
taken on 9/11. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RANDOLPH C. 
ROBINSON, M.D., D.D.S 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedicated and inspiring ca-
reer of Dr. Randolph Robinson. Dr. Robinson, 
along with his wife, Ginger, founded Face the 
Challenge. This charitable organization has 
provided thousands of free surgeries to the 
world’s poorest children in order to correct fa-
cial deformities. 

Dr. Robinson has used his medical knowl-
edge and surgical skills to better the lives of 
many impoverished people around the world. 
Face the Challenge has traveled to many 
countries in South America, Eastern Europe 
and Asia with the goal of treating the indigent 
and most affected. 

Dr. Robinson, who practices in Lone Tree, 
Colorado, has performed 836 free facial sur-
geries since 1993. His selfless contributions 
should be commended and his dedication to 
public service deserves our highest regard. I 
wish to thank Dr. Robinson for his tireless ef-
forts to bring medical advances to the world’s 
poor. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT JEF-
FREY SCOTT BROWN, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Army Sergeant Jeffrey 
Scott Brown, an American hero who gave his 
life in defense of liberty and freedom. He 
made the ultimate sacrifice so that others 
might know freedom, and I am humbled by his 
bravery and selflessness. 

Sergeant Brown lost his life on August 10, 
2006 due to injuries sustained when his UH– 
60 Blackhawk helicopter crashed in Rutbah, 
Iraq during combat operations in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was 25 years 
old. Sergeant Brown was assigned to the 
82nd Medical Company at Fort Riley, Kansas. 

Sergeant Brown came from a family dedi-
cated to American ideals and serving this 
great Nation. His father is a Vietnam veteran 
and his brother, Timothy, currently serves as 
a crew chief on an Apache helicopter in Ger-
many. Sergeant Brown is survived by his wife, 
Ashley, of Carrollton, Texas; his parents, Ed 
and Diane Brown of Trinity Center, California; 
his brothers, Timothy and Michael; and his sis-
ter, Kathryn. 

I extend my sincerest condolences to the 
family and friends of Sergeant Brown. He 
leaves behind a legacy marked by courage, 
integrity and character. May God bless all 
those he loved, and may they know the grati-
tude of the American people. 
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